
C A S E  S T U D Y

C O M P A N Y  P R O F I L E

QM Blue Brute Withstands High Shock Loads, Remains Fast and Easy to 
Replace.

L U M B E R / S A W M I L L S

T H E  C H A L L E N G E
The lumber manufacturing division of a large company uses bear-
ings on a debarking machine, which chips bark from cut trees and 
grinds it. They were dealing with bearing failure approximately 
every six to eight months due to the severe shock loads of the ap-
plication pounding out the bearings and causing the nuts to break. 
They also had a 12-14 hour downtime every time the bearings on 
the feed rolls and pivot shafts failed and needed replacement.

They wanted a bearing product that would stand up to their high-
shock application, would last longer than the competitor’s bearing 
they were using, and would reduce the amount of downtime for 
replacements.

Company 
A leading marketer and manufacturer of specialty forest 
products.

Industry 
Specialty forest products

Number of Locations 
16

Products
2”x3” to 2”x10”, 6’-20’ lengths, Machine Stress Rated (MSR) 
lumber in a variety of grades

QM Bearings Products 
QMCW13J207S Blue Brute piloted flange bearings 

QM Blue Brute bearings stand up to even the harshest conditions like this high shock-
load application on a debarker at the lumber manufacturing division.

“The roll shaft bearings in both of the VK debarkers have been replaced with QM Blue Brute bearings. 
The Blue Brute taper lock style and better seal in this harsh environment have been a real win for 
us”

P la  n t  M a n a g er
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T H E  Q M  B E A R I N G S  S O L U T I O N
QM Bearings supplied the mill with Blue Brute bearings with ta-
pered adapter locks and piloted flange cartridges. The tapered 
adapter lock, which is a drop-in replacement for common set-
screw mounted units, is capable of accepting high thrust loads. 
Also, reversing the inserts in half of the units allowed for easier 
and faster installation.

T H E  R E SU  LT
They installed the Blue Brute bearings and has been extremely 
happy with their quality and durability. The bearings have with-
stood the high shock loads of the application, and were drastically 
less time-consuming to install than the competitor’s bearing they 
were previously using.

In the four years that the lumber manufacturing division has been 
using the Blue Brute, they are pleased to note that they have 
not needed replacement and have experienced no downtime. Be-
cause of the durability of QM bearings, they have saved thousands 
by reducing expensive and time-consuming downtime and labor 
for repair and replacements.

Durability and quality - two aspects of Blue Brute bearings that the mill looks to when 
choosing bearings for their applications.

QM Bearings products outlast the competition, while their service outper-
forms the competition


